Utilization of determining lipid-bound sialic acid for the diagnosis and further prognosis of cancer.
In three types of tumors, rectal carcinoma, large intestine carcinoma and bronchogenic carcinoma, the level of lipid-bound sialic acid (LSA) was determined in blood serum before and after surgical operation. In all the cases, there was a significant increase of LSA content in comparison with healthy controls. Considerable increase in LSA values was observed in patients in relapse after surgical intervention. In contrast to this, in patients with regression the LSA levels were lower as compared with LSA levels prior to the surgical intervention. We believe that the method of determining LSA level could be used not only for the diagnosis of cancer, but also for the prognosis.